anv of us can remember when that one Little
stretch of Main Street from Hotel MoCall to Paul's
Market and the three or four blocks south of it
were all that constituted the town of McCall. lcons like
The Pancake House and Shore Lodge were considered
outf of town, But times, and a beoming real estate market,
have a way of changing things. Yet for all that, McCall

i #till & small town, and always will be if most locals
have their way, Downtown is still downtown, despite

all the new developments that have sprung up around
the stop light clear out by the airport. 50 when a little

of that small-town history combines with an Old Warld
coneept for Living and working in today’s downtown

environment, it just seems to fit dght in.

S el 1 Rogsenell P,
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Two blocks up from where the old mill onee operated,
the railroad ran east out of downtown past a bulk
diesel fuel plant and the station house, Those buildings
are history now, just like the old mill, but when Mike
Marciaszek bought the property a few years back, his
respect tor the past inspined a vision for the fubuee of
McCall. City planners have deemed “mixed use” as
the best concept for downtown, but while progects like
Alpine Village are developing that idea on a grand scale,
Maciaszek has taken a more personal approach,

“Stand-alore buildings with a shop downstairs and
the owner living above have been all over Europe for
cenfuries,” hie says, “just like the old Western towns in this
eountry. That's what we're going for here”

Completed in May, Boosevelt Place is a decidedly
upecale model of that historic concept. With an art gallery
on the ground Aoor and two Aoors (3,500 squars feet)
of living space stacked above like Layers in an ice cream
sunclae, sach with s own flavor, Rogsevell Place has
quickly evalved from a conversation piece to a gathering
place.

“Cn the average day there are people downstairs in
the gallery, people on the sidewalk, peaple sitting outside

weorw. mecallmeg.com

talking,” beams Maclaszek, "all because of this little
building on the edge of the central business district. You
don't have that anywhere else in McCall.”

The ground Aoor Three Forks Gallery space is
leased bo Bob and Linda Youde. In addition b featuring
the exguisite hand-carved birds of McCall artist Dave
Alexander, along with an eclectic mix of local and regional
artints, the couple traveled to France last vear and brought
back a number of European pieces to introduce to the local
market.

“We like Western, Southwestern, outdoor and wildlife
art,” says Linda. “That's the core of our collection and the
basic philosophy of our gallery. But it aleo has to be art we
bath like. So when we fell in love with some of the ceramic
and glass work in Europe we asked each other only one
question: "Do you think this will sell in McoCall?* The
AnEWer Was yes.”

According to Maciaszek, “When Bob approached me
about leasing the commercial part of the building, he had
been looking for the right kind of space and the right kind
of location in McoCall for a couple of years buat had not
found what he wanted, Feople said [of this property], ‘But
it's nol on Main Street,” Bob wasn't looking for the kind of
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“Wo like Westorn, Sontivmastora, outoor aud widila arl, " says Linda, “Thal's e oo of 0t
(oo o the st wiensatm of oue malery, ot 1 o B e o B ke Ja e
we Tt i v il oo o e oo ol sl v B B e il el i 0

ahscin s o fhink T vl o i Y TR

of daily people-getting-ice cream-and-walking-in-to-look-
arcund traffic, he was looking for people who specifically
wanted to go to an art gallery.”

“By joining the project early,” says Bob, “we were able
tor wark all the requirements we wanted in the gallery:
eastern exposure, 16-foot ceilings, high windows on the
east and north side for that great moming light right into
the design.”

Youde is also chairman of the McCall Planning &
Zoning Commission, and with his unique perspective on
MeCall, Maciaszek's idea appealed to him as an exciting
concept fior the future of downtowmn

“When I saw Mike's early design ideas,” says Bob, "I
said, ‘he gets it.” He understands the concept of mixed use
in a gmall tpwn.”

The building design was a team effort by Maciaszek
and Jevon Truex of Network Architects and speaks toits
colondal styie, yet there are modern amenities as well, like
an alarm gystemn, emoke and heat detectars, even a low
temperature sensor on the ground Hoor that will call the
alarm company if there's a risk the pipes are freezing or
the heat goes off. Inside the front doos, a polished wood
staircase loads upstairs. Down a short hallway, the garage
entrance in the back of the building opens to a beautiful,
wood-paneled elevator, making it easier to lug grocerles,
shopping bags or laggage up to the living quarters, not to
mention making the whole place completely accessible.

The second floor has a guest master suite with a
private balcony looking toward the lake, another bedroom
with its own private balcony, and one more bed room
and bath, as well as a laundry room. The primary living
space is om the third Aoor. Both the stairs and the elevator
deposit you into a wide-open living/ dining /kitchen
area that occupies fully half of the entire floor. Exposed
window frames and custom, hand-turned molding
emphasize the crisp, dean lines bullder Femand Geneau
of Payette Builders created, again working in tandem with
Maciaszek.

“This s the way a lot of old trim was done,”
Maciaszek explains. “You don't see it nowadays, and in

www.mecallmog. com

fact you can’t buy this stuff any more. We did it ourselves,
and we did it for leas by buying all the different dimengion
wood stock and culting all the crown, chair rails, and
everything else with the router table and the plane.”

The polished, random-plank wood floors bring
poo’s and ahhl's from virtually every visitor, according
to Madiaszek, The floors are made from northern Idaho
Diouglas Fir, milled at Tdaho Forest Products in Horseshoe
Bend and cost less than comparable, high-end engineered
flooring. Oppesite the fireplace it's propane, ancther nod
to the modem, The dining area is surrcunded on two
walls by windows with stunning views of the lake and
mountains, and fanked by a modern, open kitchen with
custom, flush cabinetry, another historic touch.

Down the hall to fhe other half of the third level
you'll find a powder room, a library /den/ office, and the
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master suite, all of which retain the colonial style with
hand-turned moldings and crisp lines that make you feel
as though you had just stepped back in Hme, into a new
home a hundred years ago.

“There are a thousand different decisions that go into
a place like this,” Maciaszek says, “and one of the things
we did to help simplify the process was ask ourselves
what they would have done a century ago.”

The cherry on top of this triple-layer sundae lies up
another short stairway to the spectacular, 1,400-square-
foot rooftop deck of preserved Brazilian walnut four times
harder than teak, and mome water and rot resistant Lo boot.
Maturally there’s a hot tub, and an outdoor kitchen, and
a garden, to complete this incredible cutdeor paradise, 35
feet above the street, with incomparable 36)-degree views
of downtown McCall, the lake, and the mountains all the
way to Brundage,

1 ride my bike to work,” beams Maciaszek, “If we
want to go-out to dinner we ride our bikes or walk into
town, we walk two blocks to our beat at the brand new
Mile High Marina, We don't get in our car much. And
then here you are looking out at the water from the hot
tub, but you're private, and you're somewhat protected.”

Bigch e | s be frening.

From day one the project was a public/ private
partnership. The city liked the concept encugh to belp
with some significant infrastnucture that not only got
the project builf, but improved the entire neighborhood
25 well. First there was the old two-inch water line not
adequate for the new building. So the Urban Renewal
District put (1 an eight-inch line, allowing Roosevelt Place

replaced with new pavement, including a bike lane that
wasn't there before. And thanks to utility franchise fees,
the old aboveground phone lines that ran down one side
of the street were put underground, Macilaszek sprang
for the sidewalk, curb and gutter as part of his agreement
with the city, and put in fwo paved parking spaces
between the sidewalk and the street.

“The city was a partner all the way,” grina Maciaszek,
"and 1 mean from the planning department to the people
in the roads department. I'm a changed person because
of this. We weren't asking for anything special. We were
clearly not trying to put in the highest density to make the
most money. But the city and the people involved value
the same kind of viable downtown as someone who lives
here full-ime, raising a family"

As you can imagine, Reosevell place has other
commercial property owners in MeCall talking. Guests at
evenis Maciaszek has held invariably end up talking about
other creative projects that could be done downtown.
What about a bed and breakfast or a luxury vacation
rental over a commercial shop, or a rooflop restaurant
with the living quarters below?

“There are just s0 many ways o go with a project
like this,” Maciaszek enthuses. "My building is 20
percent commercial and B percent residential, but that's
completely fexible. And that idea alone opens up even
more possibilities. You've got o look down the road. How
do we really want MeCall to take EI'IEFE over time?”

The true beauty of an ice cream sundae is that there
are lots of ways to build a perfect one; it all depencdls on
combining the right Aavors. And so it is with building
a downtown that reflects the values of the people who
live thers. In the end, it all comes down to respect and

to move forward and opening the way for other projects to - perspective, balancing the past with the fulure. 0-

kit developed, or re-developed. The old, beat-up road was
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